
THE PROGRAM IS SHOWN IN AEDT, CONVERT THE TIMINGS TO YOUR TIME ZONE 

The 2020 AMMA Virtual Conference reserves the right to amend or alter any advertised details relating to 
dates, program, and speakers if necessary and without notice, as a result of circumstances beyond their 
control. All attempts will be made to keep any changes to an absolute minimum. 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 25 NOVEMBER 2020 (AEDT) 

0905 – 0910 WELCOME FROM THE PRESIDENT  

GPCAPT Geoff Robinson NSC 

0910-1130  

 

PLENARY SESSION 1 – COVID-19 RESPONSE 

 

0915-0930 UK’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19  

Air Cdre Richard Withnall, UK Defence Medical Services  

0930-0945 USA’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19 
RADM Bruce L. Gillingham, Surgeon General, US Navy  

0945-1000 CANADA’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19  

MGen Marc Bilodeau, Surgeon General, Canadian Armed Forces 

1000-1015  AUSTRALIA’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19  

RADM Sarah Sharkey, Surgeon General, Australian Defence Force 

1015-1030 CIVILIAN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 

CDRE Sonya Bennett, Royal Australian Navy 
Deputy Chief Health Officer, Queensland Health  

1030-1100  PANEL DISCUSSION – COVID-19 RESPONSE  

Moderator  

GPCAPT Geoff Robinson NSC 

Panellists  

RADM Bruce L. Gillingham, Surgeon General, US Navy 

RADM Sarah Sharkey, Surgeon General, Australian Defence Force 

MGen Marc Bilodeau, Surgeon General, Canadian Armed Forces 

CDRE Sonya Bennett, Royal Australian Navy, Deputy Chief Health Officer, Queensland Health 

Air Cdre Richard Withnall, UK Defence Medical Services 

1100-1130  YEAR OF THE NURSE PRESENTATION  

THE NATURE AND CHARACTER OF MILITARY NURSING IN VUCA ENVIRONMENTS, OBSERVATIONS, 
AND INSIGHTS 

LTCOL Serena Lawlor, Director Defence Force Nursing, Australian Army   

LCDR Gavin Milkins, Nursing Officer, Royal Australian Navy 

1130  END OF PLENARY SESSION 1  

1130 – 1230  VIRTUAL EXHBITION HALL + POSTER SESSION 

1230-1400 BREAK 
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1400-1555 SESSION 1   SESSION 2  SESSION 3  SESSION 4  
 
 

Chairs  MAJ Brendan Wood  CMDR Neil Smith  CDRE Andy Robertson 
CSC PSM 

COL Nicole Sadler  

1400-1420  ORGANISATIONAL 
LEARNING IN MILITARY 
MEDICINE 
AIRCDRE Amanda Dines 

ESTABLISHING COVID-
19 CLINICS 
NATIONWIDE IN AN 
UNPRECEDENTED AND 
CHALLENGING 
ENVIRONMENT 
Leo Cusack 

A BAPTISM OF FIRE - 
THE DFAT EXPERIENCE 
OF COVID-19 
Dr Leonard Brennan 

SUB-SYNDROMAL 
PTSD: WHAT IS ITS 
IMPORTANCE IN 
MILITARY AND 
VETERANS?  
Dr Duncan Wallace 
LTCOL Andrew Moss 
MAJ Samantha Hodges 
 

1420-1440  TRE - TRAINING 
NEUROBIOLOGICAL 
RESILIENCE TO PREVENT 
TRAUMA, ENHANCE 
PERFORMANCE & 
OPTIMISIE WELLBEING 
Richmond Heath 
Dr Jill Beattle  
 

SURGE CAPACITY OF 
AUSTRALIAN ICUS IN 
THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC 
CMDR Anthony Holley 

STRATEGIC HEALTH 
IMPLICATIONS OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE - 
AUSTRALIA AND 
PACIFIC 
CAPT Nathan George 

SUBTHRESHOLD 
PRESENTATIONS IN 
THE ADF: WHAT WE 
KNOW AND WHERE 
NEXT  
Carolina Casetta 
Dr Lisa Dell 
 

 
1440-1455 
 

 
INTERACTIVE SPONSOR HIGHLIGHTS  

 

1455-1515 MEDIC TRAINING: A 
PROPOSED PATHWAY 
TO PROFESSIONAL 
MASTERY 
MAJ Aaron Tracey 

ARE CBRN MASKS 
APPROPRIATE PPE FOR 
CIVILIANS TREATING 
SARS-COV-2 
PATIENTS? 
LTCOL Steven Adamson 
BGDR Michael Reade  

DISASTER AND 
DISPLACEMENT – A 
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 
Dr Paul Byleveld 

SELF-RELIANCE AND 
SELF-MANAGEMENT 
OF MENTAL HEALTH 
IN THE ADF 
Helen Benassi  
Prof Phillip Batterham 
Prof David Forbes 
 

1515-1535 TAJI MULTIPLE TRAUMA 
CASUALTIES - 
EXPERIENCES OF A MO 
CAPT David Johnston 

HIGH FLOW OXYGEN 
HOOD FOR COVID-19; 
THOUGHT BUBBLE TO 
CAPABILITY 
Dr Adam Storey 
 

PACIFIC POLITICS & 
DISASTER DIPLOMACY 
CPL Alasdair Hill 

HEADSTRENGTH – 
ADF’S MENTAL 
HEALTH APP 
Emily Jallat 

1535-1555 PREPARING FOR 
CAPTURE: THE ADF 
MODEL 
MAJ Samantha Hodges 

NZDF WELLBEING 
IMPACTS IN THE 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
ENVIRONMENT  
COL Clare Bennett 
LTCOL Stephen 
Kearney 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
COLLABORATION IS 
THE FUTURE FOR 
GLOBAL HEALTH 
LTCOL Simon Horne 
COL USAF Bradley 
Boetig 
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THURSDAY 26 NOVEMBER (AEDT) 

1000-1005  WELCOME 

GPCAPT Geoff Robinson NSC 

1005-1100 GRAEME SHIRTLEY ORATION   

CDRE Andy Robertson CSC PSM  

Chief Health Officer 

Assistant Director General 

Public and Aboriginal Health Division | Department of Health 

1100 – 1200   NAVY SERVICE BREAKOUT 

CDRE Nicole Curtis 

CDRE Sonya Bennett  

CAPT Mark Page 

ARMY SERVICE BREAKOUT 

COL Toni Bushby  

BRIG Craig Schramm  

LTCOL Kelly Dunne 

LTCOL Maureen Montalban  

WO1 Greg Maher 

BRIG Georgeina Whelan AM CSC 
and Bar 

 

AIR FORCE SERVICE BREAKOUT 

AIRCDRE Amanda Dines 

1200-1300 VIRTUAL EXHIBITION HALL + POSTER SESSION  

1300-1400 BREAK 

1400-1540 SESSION 5  SESSION 6  SESSION 7 SESSION 8  

Chairs  CDRE Duncan Wallace BRIG Craig Schramm MAJ Brendan Wood  Dr Rachelle Bonner 

1400- 1420   VETERANS WALKING 
ALONGSIDE 
VETERANS: OPEN 
ARMS COMMUNITY 
AND PEER PROGRAM  
Leonie Everett   

REGIONAL AND GLOBAL 
MODELLING OF COVID-
19 TO SUPPORT 
DECISION MAKING 
Assoc Prof David Heslop 
Prof Raina MacIntyre 
 

E-MENTAL HEALTH 
IN THE WILD: 
ONLINE HELP-
SEEKING IN THE 
ADF  
Helen Benassi 

ARMY HEALTH 
SERVICES 
MODERNISATION 
COL Toni Bushby 
LTCOL Phil Butt  
LTCOL Kelly Dunne 

1420-1440 IMPROVING 
RESPONSES TO 
VETERAN SUICIDE 
RISK: EMBEDDING 
SAFESIDE CARE 
FRAMEWORK 
Jennifer Veitch 
 
 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
FOR COMPLEX 
DECISION MAKING 
DURING THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC 
CMDR Anthony Holley 

COPING INSIGHTS 
EMERGING FROM 
SELF-REFLECTION 
ON STRESSORS IN 
OFFICER CADETS 
Samantha Falon 
Dr Monique Crane 

DISASTER 
MANAGEMENT 
IMAGING - 
FACILITATING THE 
FUTURE FOR ADF 
RADIOLOGY 
LT Lachlan Roberts  
LTCOL John Magnussen 

1440-1500 SUICIDE PREVENTION: 
LESSONS FROM 
RESEARCH TO INFORM 
OUR PRACTICE 
Nicole Sadler AM CSC 
 
 

SUSPENDING 
BIOETHICAL PRINCIPLES 
DURING A PANDEMIC: 
A FRAMEWORK 
APPROACH 
CHAP (SQNLDR) Revd. Dr 
Nikki Coleman 

 THE BROADLY 
INCOMPETENT 
MEDICAL OFFICER: 
OUTDATED 
MODELS DENUDING 
ARMY CAPABILITY 
MAJ Aaron Tracey 
 

IMAGINING ROBOTICS 
AND AUTONOMOUS 
SYSTEMS IN THE 
DEPLOYED HEALTH 
ENVIRONMENT 
MAJ Nick Alexander 
Paul Grant 
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1500--1520  UNDERSTANDING 
HEALTHCARE NEEDS 
OF OLDER 
COMMUNITY-BASED 
VETERANS AND 
DEPENDANTS 
Georgina Johnstone 
Dr Marissa Dickins 
Dr Angela Joe 
Dr Judy Lowthian 

FAST COVID-19 
TESTING KITS WITH 
IQARUS TO MINIMISE 
QUARANTINE 
REQUIREMENTS 
Dr Richard Wieser 

 FRESH WHOLE BLOOD 
FROM WALKING BLOOD 
BANKS FOR TRAUMATIC 
HAEMORRHAGE 
MAJ David Naumann 
Dr Adam Boulton 
CAPT Amrit Sandhu  
MAJ Kieran Campbell 
MAJ William Charlton 
COL Jennifer Gurney 
Dr Matthew Martine 
MAJ Tom Scorer  
Dr Heidi Doughty 
 

1520-1540 MOUNTED MISSIONS: 
PUSHING 
BOUNDARIES IN 
VETERANS MENTAL 
HEALTH PROGRAMS 
Mark Mathieson 
Dusty Miller 
 

SUPPLY CHAIN: 
LEARNINGS FROM 
DELIVERING MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES DURING 
COVID-19 
Emmanuel Petrequin 
Cheryl Plumridge  

 PROVIDING SPECIALIST 
SUPPORT TO A 
DEPLOYED FORCE 
USING AUGMENTED 
REALITY 
Assoc Prof Cliff Pollard 
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FRIDAY 27 NOVEMBER (AEDT) 

1000- 1140 SESSION 9 SESSION 10 SESSION 11 

Chairs  Prof Tracy Smart Dr Peter Hurly  Dr Rachelle Bonner  
1000-1020 EVALUATING NOVEL 

PROTECTIVE DEVICES IN THE 
MIDST OF A PANDEMIC 
MAJ Jonathan Begley 

SURGICAL WORKLOAD OF TAJI 
ADF ROLE 2E 
Dr Kyle Bender 
Dr Andrew Pearson 
Emily Smartt 

TRANSITION TO CIVILIAN LIFE 
AS “THE NEXT MISSION” IN 
THE LIFE OF A SERVICE 
MEMBER: FACTORS 
INFLUENCING MISSION 
SUCCESS 
Dr/Prof Kylie Carra 
Assoc Prof Michael Curtin  
Assoc Prof Tracy Fortune 
Dr Brett Gordon 
 

1020-1040 REMOTE EVACUATION DURING 
COVID-19: LOGISTICS TO 
COORDINATE DURING 
PANDEMIC RESTRICTIONS   
Patrick Lobdell 

THE MILITARY PHYSIO’S ROLE 
IN HUMAN PERFORMANCE 
OPTIMISATION: A PUBLIC 
HEALTH APPROACH 
CAPT Lisa Wolski 

PREVENTION AND 
MANAGEMENT OF PELVIC 
FLOOR DYSFUNCTION IN 
MILITARY WOMEN 
Catrin Garrington 
Dr Simone O'Shea 
Prof Rod Pope 
 

1040-1100 APPLYING COVID-19 DENTAL 
SERVICE RESTRICTIONS IN THE 
WARLIKE OPERATIONAL 
SETTING 
FTLT Max Moody 

1PMC DISASTER RESPONSE 
DURING OPERATION BUSHFIRE 
ASSIST 2020 
CPL Carly O'Callaghan 

PREVALENCE OF PELVIC 
HEALTH CONDITIONS IN 
AUSTRALIAN SERVICEWOMEN 
AND VETERANS  
Dr Simone O'Shea 
Prof Rod Pope  
Assoc Prof Robin Orr 
Dr Katharine Freire 
 

1100-1120 LESSONS LEARNT FROM THE 
'PRINCESSES' 
Dr Geetha Isaac-Toua 

MUSCULOSKELETAL INJURY 
EPIDEMIOLOGY IN SPECIAL 
OPERATIONS FORCES: A 
SYSTEMATIC REVIEW 
LT Joanne Stannard  
Dr Lauren Fortington 

PELVIC HEALTH AND MILITARY 
OCCUPATIONS: A STUDY OF 
AUSTRALIAN SERVICEWOMEN  
Dr Simone O'Shea 
Prof Rod Pope 
Assoc Prof Robin Orr 
Dr Katharine Freire 
 

1120-1140 INTEROPERABILITY IN A TIME 
OF COVID-19 
CAPT Dale Pitcher 
SGT John Hickey  
Bronte Martin  

HEALTH AND WELLBEING IN 
THE NZDF 
COL Clare Bennett  
LTCOL Stephen Kearney 

MICRO-RNA LEVELS AND 
COGNITIVE PERFORMANCE 
AFTER MILD TRAUMATIC 
BRAIN INJURY 
Prof Biswadev Mitra 
A/Prof Catherine Willmott 
Prof Jeffery Rosenfield 
Dr Stuart McDonald  
Dr Jonathan Reyes  
William O’Brien 
Dr Nanda Surendran  
Annie Carter  
Laura McEntaggart 
Edmond Sorich  
A/Prof Sandy Shultz  
Prof Terence O’Brien 
 

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html


THE PROGRAM IS SHOWN IN AEDT, CONVERT THE TIMINGS TO YOUR TIME ZONE 

The 2020 AMMA Virtual Conference reserves the right to amend or alter any advertised details relating to 
dates, program, and speakers if necessary and without notice, as a result of circumstances beyond their 
control. All attempts will be made to keep any changes to an absolute minimum. 

1140-1240 VIRTUAL EXHIBITION HALL 

1240-1500 BREAK 

1500-1630  PLENARY SESSION 2- A YEAR OF DISASTERS              
Chair: CDRE Andy Robertson CSC PSM  

1505-1520  ACT EMERGENCY SERVICES RESPONSE TO THE 2020 BUSHFIRE SEASON  

BRIG Georgeina Whelan AM CSC and Bar, Australian Defence Force  

COL Toni Bushby, Australian Defence Force  

1520-1535 WHAKAARI / WHITE ISLAND DISASTER 

Dr Tony Smith, St John NZ 

1535-1550  VICTORIA'S PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSE TO BUSHFIRES AND COVID-19 

Prof Brett Sutton, Department of Health & Human Services Victoria  

1550-1620 PANEL DISCUSSION - A YEAR OF DISASTERS 

Moderator - Dr Andy Robertson CSC PSM  

Panellists 

Prof Brett Sutton, Department of Health & Human Services Victoria 

BRIG Georgeina Whelan AM CSC and Bar, Australian Defence Force 

COL Toni Bushby, Australian Defence Force 

Dr Tony Smith, St John NZ 

1620-1625 CLOSING REMARKS  

GPCAPT Geoff Robinson NSC 

1630-1700  AMMA Annual General Meeting – all members are welcome to attend 

 

 

 

With thanks to our sponsors & exhibitors 
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